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Executive Summary
Plastic Free July recently commissioned the Melbourne office of Ipsos, a global research
company, to undertake a global survey. The aim was to find out how aware and engaged
people around the world were regarding the Plastic Free July challenge.
Between 21 September and 5 October 2018, 19,295 respondents from 26 countries
around the globe participated in the online survey. Of those people:
•

29% were aware of the Plastic Free July challenge

•

Of that 29%, 45% took part in 2018 (which is a 30% jump from 2017)

• Awareness amongst Australians was the same as the global average (29%) but more
Aussies got involved in 2018 (49%) compared to the global average (45%)
Plastic Free July participation in each surveyed country was estimated using Ipsos Global
Advisor Survey results (1) combined with World Bank population data (2-3) and an
estimation of the percentage of the adult population that was sampled by Ipsos in each
country (4).
The Ipsos data, combined with World Bank data shows that an estimated 120 million
adults participated in Plastic Free July 2018 across 26 surveyed countries, including 2
million participants in Australia, 10 million in the USA, 3 million in the UK and 20 million
in India.
Although only 26 countries were surveyed, it’s important to note that Plastic Free July
had participants from 177 countries in 2018 (5).
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Methodology
Ipsos Global Advisor Survey
Ipsos was commissioned to undertake this survey for Plastic Free July. Interviews were
conducted between September 21 and October 5, 2018 through the Ipsos Global Advisor
survey. Surveys included the following questions:
Q1. Before today, had you heard about a challenge called Plastic Free July, which
encourages people to refuse and reduce single-use plastics? (Yes/No)
If Q1 = Yes Q2a. Did you take part in Plastic Free July in 2018? (Yes/No)
If Q1 = Yes Q2b. Did you take part in Plastic Free July in 2017? (Yes/No)
The Ipsos Global Advisor survey instrument is conducted monthly in 27 countries around
the world via the Ipsos Online Panel system. The countries reporting herein are
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Chile, France, Great Britain,
Germany, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Turkey and the United States of
America. Serbia is not included in these results.
The 19,295 participants were all aged between 18 and 64 in the US and Canada, and
between 16 64 in all other countries. Most countries had more than 1,000 participants,
except Argentina, Belgium, Chile, Hungary, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden and Turkey. Those countries had
approximately 500+ participants each.
For more information on the precision of online polls and how Ipsos uses credibility
intervals, you can visit the Ipsos website.
15 of the 26 countries surveyed online generate nationally representative samples in
their countries (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain,
Hungary, Italy, Japan, Poland, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, and United States).
Brazil, China, Chile, India, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and
Turkey produce a national sample that is more urban & educated, and with higher
incomes than their fellow citizens. Ipsos refers to these respondents as “Upper Deck
Consumer Citizens”. They are not nationally representative of their country.
Interpretation of Survey by Plastic Free July
Professional services to interpret the Ipsos survey were provided by consulting
Behavioural Economist Colin Ashton-Graham.
You’ll find in Table 1 the results of the Ipsos Global Advisor Survey (1) combined with
World Bank population data (2-3) and estimates of middle class (‘upper deck’) population
(4) used to estimate Plastic Free July participation for each surveyed country.

Plastic Free Foundation Ltd
Our vision is to see a world
without plastic waste.

PO Box 168, South Fremantle
Western Australia 6162
ABN 70 622 097 527

+61 8 6118 1600
info@plasticfreejuly.org
plasticfreejuly.org

To work out the estimated percentage of the adult population that participated in Plastic
Free July in each country, responses to Question 1 and Question 2a were multiplied
(Table 1, label d). For each country, the estimated percentage population of adult age
(15-64 years) (Table 1, label f) was taken from World Bank population data (4).
The % of adult population covered by the Ipsos sample in each country was estimated
from World Bank Regions data (Table 1, label k). In the 11 countries where respondents
referred to by Ipsos as “Upper Deck Consumer Citizens” (and not nationally
representative of their country), regional and developing country data from a World
Bank Review (5) was used to provide an estimated percentage adult “middle class”
population. World Bank education performance (5) was used to assign an Ipsos sample
reach of between 80 and 90% to each of the 15 high income countries surveyed (the
assumption being that an online survey instrument can reach and represent a majority,
but not all of the population). These figures were then combined with the adult
population count (Table 1, label g) to calculate relevant estimated population counts
covered by the Ipsos sample in each country (Table 1, label l).
The best realistic estimation of Plastic Free July participants within each surveyed
country were found by multiplying the estimate percentage of the adult population and
the relevant estimated population count.
Plastic Free July participation estimates are based on the World Bank population
estimates for persons aged 15 to 64 and the Ipsos samples of persons aged 16 to 64 (or
18 to 64 in US and Canada). This method assumes that the Ipsos survey results would be
unchanged had persons aged 15 been included in the 'adult sample’ (and persons aged
15 to 17 in US and Canada).
Estimating future participation based on registration data
Participants are encouraged to officially register for the challenge at the Plastic Free July
website. Widespread sharing of the campaign online globally, through the media and
social media, and through individuals and organisations has seen more and more people
take on the challenge, without necessarily officially registering online for the Plastic Free
July challenge (especially in countries outside Australia).
In other words, knowing how many people participate in Plastic Free July each year isn’t
as simple as checking who is registered. This was reflected in a baseline survey of the
general Western Australian population conducted in February 2017. It found that for
every person registered to do the Plastic Free July challenge, 64 unregistered participants
were also doing it. This ratio has developed significantly since then.
The number of Plastic Free July registrations within the countries surveyed (Table 1, label
a), combined with the estimated participation of adult persons (Table 1, label m) shows
us what that ratio looks like now. It can also help with future tracking to understand and
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estimate what actual participation in Plastic Free July looks like around the world (even
without everyone registering online).

Data sources
1. Ipsos Global Advisor Results – October 2018
2. World Bank data: total population count (all ages)
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL
3. World Bank data: estimated percentage population adult age (15-64 years)
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.1564.TO.ZS?view=chart
4. World bank data: estimated percentage of middle class (‘upper deck’) population
(pages 4 & 6) http://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/document/MICForum-Rise-of-the-Middle-Class-SM13.pdf
5. Plastic Free July registrations came from 177 countries and reported events in
schools and workplaces. Plastic Free July database of sign-ups (accessed 31/07/2018)
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